TITLE AND PREFACE OF BYRD'S FIRST
VOLUME OF MADRIGALS
PsalmeSj Sonets & songs of Sadnes and pietie, made
into Musicke of five parts ; whereof some of them going
abroad among divers in untrue coppies are heere tniely
corrected, and th'other being Songs very rare and newly
composed^ are heere published, for the recreation of all
such as delight in Musicke : by William Byrd, one of the
Gent of the Queenes Maiesties honorable Chappell.
Printed by Thomas East the assigne of W. Byrd, and are
to be sold at the dwelling house of the said T. East, by
Paules Wharfe. 1588 cum privilegio Regiae Maiestatis.
Reasons briefdy set dozvne by iKauctor^ to perswade every
one to learne to sing.
First, it is a knowledge easely taught, and quickly learned,
where there is a good Master, and an apt Scoller.
2.  The exercise of singing is delightfull to Nature* &
good to preserve the health of Man.
3.  It doth strengthen all the parts of the brest, & doth
open the pipes.
4.  It is a singuler good remedie for a stutting & stamer-
ing in the speech.
5.  It is the best meanes to procure a perfect pronuncia-
tion, & to make a good Orator.
6.  It is the onely way to know where Nature hath
bestowed the benefit of a good voyce : which guift is
so rare, as there is not one among a thousand, that
hath it: and in many, that excellent guift is lost,
because they want Art to expresse Nature.
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